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Today we read about the Akedah, the binding of Isaac. The Akedah tells us how Abraham
thought he was to sacrifice his son, Isaac. How could this be? Why should Abraham even
think that G-d wanted him to sacrifice his son, and why should G-d have permitted Abraham
to think this? This caused Abraham terrible, terrible pangs of doubt. How could the
good G-d who promised great nations would come from Isaac ask that he be sacrificed? It
seems to me that one of the reasons G-d asked this from Abraham was to teach him and
the world that Abraham did not sacrifice his son because it was the wrong thing to do,
not because he was a coward. In those days many people sacrificed their children. Archeo-
logists have discovered little babies' bones in the homes of Amon and Moab. Abraham
perhaps in his own mind perhaps did not know whether or not he was not sacrificing his
son because it was a wrong thing to do or because he was a coward. Many times we Jewish
people have taken stands which our enemies have branded as cowardly when really we were
only doing what was right. Most of the time we do not worry about what our enemies say.
We Jews never believed in dueling. We never liked hunting for sport. We saw no sense
in seeking thrills. We did not seek to be martyrs. If martyrdom came, so be it. Even
in the moralsphere we were accused of cowardice because we allow divorce and birth control
and abortion if it threatened the mother's life. We Jews sometimes doubted whether our
stands themselves were because of principles or cowardice. In fact, some of the first
and second generation American Jews felt they had to prove themselves, doubted whether
they were acting out of principle or cowardice, but the trouble with trying to prove your
bravery is that is leaves its mark. Yitzchak, because of his going through the Akedah,
was maimed. Isaac was blinded. That's why we say in the Mincha for Rosh Hashonna prayers,
Keetayn Emes L'Yakov V'Chesed L'Avrohom which means and we leave Isaac out because Isaac's
struggle warped him. It changed him. It wade him a different kind of a person. He was
blind to the world and just wanted to concentrate on his own studies and family. In our
religion we always mention our patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We refer to them
constantly in our prayers and we ask that G-d will remember their merits and forgive us.
What does this all mean? Why should G-d remember their merits and forgive us? Each one of
us is judged on how we act individually. The best amswer to this question, to my mind,

is that you can tell who a person is by the heroes he has. If our heroes are still
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob then we are positive Jews. If they are not then we are only
potentially Jews. What does Abraham stand for? Abraham stands for kindness, willingness
to help everyone, willingness to participate fully in the world.with compassion. This

is the basis for our religion but it is not enough. Religion must have more than this.
Yitzchak stands for the ability to overcome problems, the stremgth to endure great
sacrifice, the inner strength which is necessary to live a positive life. Jacob stands
for truth. 1In order to have a vibrant Judaism we must have Jews who have all these three
attrivutes. There are some fine Jews who give much charity and help everyone but they
have not found in their religion the inner strength to overcome their problems. They

do not participate in worship or study. They seek help outside our religion for their
problems. There are other Jews who only look inward to our religious practices. This

is especially true of Jews who have suffered through the Holocaust. They are blind to

the world. They do not want to see it. They know the source of their strength comes

from our heritage. Then there are Jews who are intellectually curious about their heritage,
but they do not practically apply it.at all. We need to integrate all these aspects of
Judaism into ourselves if we are to be successful Jews. Today, unfortunately, many Jews
are fragmented. Those who give charity do not come to Synagogue and those who come to
Synagogue do not participate in the community. Most Jews are not interested in learning
Torah and studying about the truth. On Rosh Hashonna we pray to the one G-d. We need
ourselves to be one, to be integrated. The Hebrew word "Rosh" without the aleph stands
for poison. The aleph signifies one unity. We must all have within ourselves the three
aspects of Judaism. I am reminded of the story of the boy who came home with an extremely
bad report card. His father's face fell and a grimace began to appear. The boy turned

to his father and said, "What do you think the cause of this report card is? Heridity

or enviromment?"” On this day of Rosh Hashonna we must not blame others for our faults.

We must never feel that we are cowards when we fulfill our religion. We must never seek
out temptations to prove ourselves. Let us always do deeds of kindness, find the strength

from our traditions, and engage in the study of Torah.




